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Introduction
Sense of place is a geographical concept that encompasses the branding of spatial areas, as well as the lived experience and place 
attachments of local communities. This project will investigate how the process of decarbonisation involves transformations to the sense of 
place of industrial areas, based on the recognition that industrial decarbonisation is inherently a contested place-making process. 
 
In so doing, this project seeks to produce an integrative framework guiding a socially acceptable, place-based process of decarbonisation 
and path to net zero emissions that will positively impact UK industrial clusters and offer guidance for decarbonisation elsewhere. 

Net zero technological innovation is 
fundamentally social, spatial and 
political in character. Yet research 
indicates that cultural issues such as 
sense of place are often overlooked 
by stakeholders when managing
transformative change, increasing the 
risk of potential antipathy or 
animosity by local communities 
directly impacted by the siting of 
novel infrastructures or technologies. 
This project will ensure that such 
issues are made explicit in industrial 
decarbonisation, benefiting public, 
private and civil society stakeholders 
in three studied clusters (Scotland, 
South Wales, and North West).  

Why place matters in industrial 
decarbonisation

Net Zero Sense of Place

https://snzr.co.uk/why-do-you-need-it/
https://hynet.co.uk/about/
https://www.swic.cymru/
https://www.thescottishcluster.co.uk/get-involved
https://www.swic.cymru/clusterplan (Compiled by the author)
HyNet NW (2020) 'HyNet North West: Unlocking Net Zero for the UK', available at 
https://hynet.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/HyNet_NW-Vision-Document- 
2020_FINAL.pdf. (Accessed: 24 May 2022). (Compiled by the author)
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Report on 'net zero' cluster 
building and place branding 
Secondment reports 
Qualitative research of selected 
communities in the studied 
cluster areas
Workshop reports 
End-of-project report

This project aims at producing 
journal publications and written 
reports on the theme of each phase. 

Key quarterly reports include:

Methods & Approach Project OutputsProject Aims

 (1) Reveal geographical and 
emotional aspects of industrial 
decarbonisation that might otherwise 
remain implicit in the process. 
(2) Identify divergences within and 
between stakeholders and 
communities about their place 
visions for a net zero future.
(3) Create spaces of dialogue and 
creative problem solving that will 
facilitate the creation of acceptable
and legitimate place-based 
pathways of decarbonisation. 
(4) Foster a culture of inclusive 
place-making that will benefit 
processes of decarbonisation within 
and across industrial clusters. 
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